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Global Free Zones of the
Year 2020 —Winners

THE UAE’S DMCC TAKES HOME THE TOP PRIZE IN
fDi'S GLOBAL FREE ZONES OF THE YEAR FOR A SIXTH
CONSECUTIVE YEAR. JACOPO DETTONI REPORTS

Still on top: Dubai's DMCC is the overall winner of fDi's Free Zones of the Year 2020

2020 HAS PLACED
IMMENSE PRESSURE ON US
ALL, BUT THIS AWARD

REASSURES US THAT WE
ARE ON THE RIGHT TRACK®

Ahmed Bin Sulayem, executive chairman
and CEO, DMCC

Winners —

global

Winner: Global
DMCC, United Arab Emirates

The reign of the Dubai-based DMCC as
the world’s top free zone continues. The
DMCC has come on top of fDi’s Global
Free Zones of the Year for the sixth con-
secutive year in 2020. A favourite of the
judges, the zone has once again man-
aged to impress with its combination of
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operational results and cutting-edge gov-
ernance and marketing strategy, with
some key improvements pushed
through in 2019 to refine its overall busi-
ness proposition.

The managing company highlights
that 39 system upgrades were imple-
mented to enhance customer experi-
ence and improve operational efficiency
in 2019, thus achieving nearly 100%
digital services, whose value skyrock-
eted as the Covid-19 pandemic brought
digital onboarding and aftercare ser-
vices to the fore. Additionally, the DMCC
partnered with Etisalat Digital to
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transform Jumeirah Lakes Towers into
an innovative smart and sustainable dis-
trict, powered by a 5G network. It also
collaborated with Dubai-based logistics
powerhouse DP World to provide DMCC
members with solutions for warehous-
ing located in the Jebel Ali Free Zone
and Port, thus providing additional
value for customers who previously
could not access warehousing solutions
within the free zone.

At the same time, it launched a cof-
fee trade centre and renovated its dia-
mond hub to strengthen its role as a key
commodity trading nexus in the Middle
East. This strategy won the DMCC new
tentants of the calibre of Renault Middle
East and a flurry of Chinese companies
of the likes of China National Chemical
Engineering, CITIC Construction and
Shandong Hi-Speed Group, testament
also to its marketing efforts in east Asia.
With its 68 commercial and residential
towers, the DMCC hosts more than
17,500 companies (about 2000 new com-
panies registered in 2019 alone) which
employ 60,000 people.

Highly commended
Tanger Med Zones, Morocco

Tanger Med Zones has been highly
commended in fDi’s 2020 Global Free
Zones of the Year, rising to second
place from fifth in the 2019 ranking.
This is the first time an African zone
ranks that high in the ranking, which
is testament to the tremendous rise of
the network of zones developed by
operator Tanger Med around the
Tanger Med port on the Gibraltar
Strait, one of Africa’s busiest.

Tanger Med Zones is made up of four
main ventures that form an integrated
business proposition spanning automo-
tive and manufacturing, logistics, and
offshore services: the Tanger Free Zone,
the Tanger Automotive City, the
Tetouanshore and Tetouan Park. The
whole complex generated €8.8bn worth
of exports in 2019, up 10.9% from a year
earlier, according to company figures.
Overall, the zones hosted about 1000
export-oriented firms employing some
90,000 people at the end of 2019.

Operator Tanger Med Group
strengthened the automotive cluster in
2019, which features top original equip-
ment manufacturers (OEMs) such as
Renault, PSA and Ford, by adding a
24,000-sq-metre automotive logistics
platform and carrying out a first 120ha
expansion of the Tanger Automotive
City. Italian automotive supplier
Magneti Marelli stood out among the
companies that pushed through big
expansion of local operations in 2019.
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Tanger Med Zones

+6dzZ Special Economic Zone
Waigaogiao Free Trade Zone
Cayman Enterprise City
Mahindra World City Chennai
Coyol Free Zone

Ras Al Khaimah Economic Zone
Mauritius Freeport

Freeport of Ventspils

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
1

Winners —
regional

Winner: Africa
Tanger Med Zones, Morocco

Tanger Med Zones topped the African
ranking as Morocco consolidates its role
as a manufacturing and trading hub
strategically located between Europe,
Africa and the Atlantic basin. Its net-
work of zones has proven fertile soil for
the development of an ever-growing
automotive cluster. Other major clusters
such as aeronautics are also being devel-
oped. The addition of logistics platforms
and services centres integrates Tanger
Med Zones’ offering and puts tenants in
a position to make the most of the prox-
imity with the Tanger Med Port, a pow-
erhouse in its own right with its nine
million containers annual capacity and
connection to another 186 ports around
the globe.

Highly commended: Africa
Mauritius Freeport, Mauritius

The Mauritius Freeport has been highly
commended among African zones.
Better known as a tourist paradise, the
country has been developing a major
logistics hub next to the port of capital
Port Louis within the territory of the
Mauritius Freeport.

“The strategic location of Mauritius
has attracted major shipping lines,
express courier services and freight-for-
warding companies to the Freeport logis-
tics platform,” the company says.
“Through these players, Mauritius has
developed competitive logistics at the
seaport and airport.”

Freeport activities have been boosted
by the ongoing upgrade of the adjacent
seaport, including a $300m investment
to construct a breakwater to reduce
downtime at the port during bad »
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Country

Morocco
Poland

China

Cayman Islands
India
CostaRica

UAE

Mauritius
Latvia
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Winners

OVERALL WINNER

DMCC, UAE

Highly commended
Tanger Med Zones, Morocco

REGIONAL WINNERS

Winner— Africa

Tanger Med Zones, Morocco

Highly commended — Africa
Mauritius Freeport, Mauritius
Winner — Asia-Pacific

Waigaoqiao Free Trade Zone, China
Highly commended — Asia- Pacific
Mahindra World City Chennai, India
Winner — Europe

+6dz Special Economic Zone, Poland
Highly commended — Europe

Free Port of Ventspils, Latvia
Winner— Americas

Cayman Enterprise City, Cayman Islands
Highly commended — Americas
Coyol Free Zone, Costa Rica
Winner — Middle East

DMCC, UAE

Highly commended — Middle East
Ras Al Khaimah Economic Zone, UAE

SME WINNERS

Winner - Global

+6dz Special Economic Zone, Poland
Highly commended — Global

Ras Al Khaimah Economic Zone, UAE
Winner — Africa

Tanger Med Zones, Morocco

Highly commended — Africa

Alaro City FZC in the Lekki Free Zone,
Nigeria

Winner — Asia-Pacific

Waigaogiao Free Trade Zone, China

Highly commended - Asia-Pacific
Mahindra World City Chennai, India
Winner — Europe

+6dz Special Economic Zone, Poland
Highly commended — Europe

West of England Enterprise Zone, UK
Winner— Americas

Cayman Enterprise City, Cayman Islands
Highly commended — Americas
Zona Franca Santander, Colombia
Winner — Middle East

Ras Al Khaimah Economic Zone, UAE
Highly commended — Middle East
KIZAD (Khalifa Industrial Zone,

Abu Dhabi), UAE

LARGE TENANT WINNERS
Winner — Global

Tanger Med Zones, Morocco
Highly commended — Global Oil & Gas
Free Zone, Onne, Nigeria
Winner — Africa

Tanger Med Zones, Morocco
Highly commended — Africa

Oil & Gas Free Zone, Onne, Nigeria
Winner - Asia-Pacific

Special Economic Zone ‘Pavlodar’,
Kazakhstan

Highly commended - Asia-Pacific
Waigaoqiao Free Trade Zone, China
Winner — Europe

Freeport of Ventspils, Latvia
Highly commended — Europe
Free Zone Pirot, Serbia

Winner— Americas

Coyol Free Zone, Costa Rica
Highly commended — Americas
Panama Pacifico, Panama
Winner — Middle East

KIZAD (Khalifa Industrial Zone,
Abu Dhabi), UAE

www.fDilntelligence.com

Highly commended — Middle East
Ajman Free Zone, UAE

SPECIALISM AWARDS

Appliances

Free Economic Zone Gomel-Raton,
Belarus

Automotive

Tanger Med Zones, Morocco

Aviation West of England Enterprise
Zone, UK

BPO

Montego Bay Free Zone, Jamaica
Financial and Professional Services
Birmingham City Centre Enterprise
Zone, UK

IT

Freeport of Ventspils, Latvia

Life Sciences

Waigaogiao Free Trade Zone, China
Logistics

Kaliningrad Special Economic Zone, Russia
Medical Devices

Coyol Free Zone, Costa Rica

Oil and Gas Oil & Gas Free Zone, Onne,
Nigeria

Pharmaceuticals Special Economic Zone
‘St. Petersburg’, Russia

Renewables Investments

Arvand Free Zone, Iran

Robotics

Pomeranian Special Economic Zone,
Poland

Shipbuilding

Special Economic Zone Lotus, Russia
Textiles

Ontustik Special Economic Zone,
Kazakhstan

Wood Products

Nkok Special Economic Zone, Gabon

>
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Let us help you
make the Cayman
Islands your home.

Establish a genuine physical presence of
your own, be a part of vibrant community,
and watch your business grow.

100% foreign ownership
b-year work visas in 5 days

Professional relocation services

Offshore business set up in 4-6 weeks

.
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.

¢ Tax Neutral Jurisdiction
.

¢ Thoughtfully designed work environments
.

Turn-key solutions

Let us look after you so you
can focus on the big picture.
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Methodology
fDi’s Global Free Zones of the Year Awards
2020 acknowledge the most promising
free zones across the world. For this year's
awards, fDi invited free zones, government
entities and investment promotion bodies
to complete a short survey detailing their
zone’s attractiveness, facilities and
incentives offered to investors. In total,
61 entries were received from free zones
across the world. A panel of judges from fDi
was appointed and studied each location.
Judges nominated their winning and
runner-up locations in each region, as well
as their top zones for SME and Large
Tenant categories. In addition, some
locations which were particularly

outstanding have been acknowledged
with honourable mentions and bespoke
awards. We have also compiled a top ten
ranking of zones, based on the weighting
model as follows.

% increase in occupied space 2017-2018 10
Number of SMEs 201 1.25
% increase in SMEs 2017-2018 2.5
Nominal increase in SMEs 2017-2018 2.5
Number of large tenants 2018 1.25
% increase in LTs 2017-2018 25
Nominal increase in LTs 2017-2018 2.5
Total number of employees 2018 2.5

% increase in number of employees 2017-2018 5
Nominal increase in employees 2017-2018 5

Total scores of judges’ results 65

weather conditions, as well as by the
expansion of the Freeport area. The
national Economic Development Board
has declared two additional freeport
zones.

Winner: Asia-Pacific
Waigaoqiao Free Trade Zone, China

Shanghai’s Waigaoqiao Free Trade Zone
has been named the top free zone in the
Asia-Pacific region, and also clinched a
fourth place in the global ranking.
Established in 1990, the zone is China’s
largest. It has a diversified mix of indus-
tries, with the most recent focus being
life sciences, data centres, smart manu-
facturing, and electronic information,
creating cluster effects. Some 117 multi-
national corporations set up their Asia-
Pacific and Chinese headquarters in
Waigaoqiao Free Trade Zone as of the
end of May 2020, more than anywhere
else in the Chinese mainland, zone offi-
cials highlight.

Highly commended: Asia-Pacific
Mahindra World City Chennai

A joint venture between Mahindra
Group and Tamil Nadu Industrial
Corporation, the Mahindra World City
Chennai was highly commended among
Asia-Pacific zones. The zone offers plug
and play infrastructure for tenants will-
ing to set up within its territory, as well
as co-located residential space with
social infrastructure, making it an inte-
grated urban area managed by one of
India’s largest conglomerates. Some 68
renowned multinational companies are
active within its premises, the zone says.
They feature names of the likes of BMW,
BASF, Lincoln Electric, DormaKaba and
Parker. The zone is also developing one
of the largest urban forest projects in
India using the Miyawaki method devel-
oped by Japanese botanist and Blue
Planet Prize winner Akira Miyawaki.

Winner: Europe
+6dz Special Economic Zone, Poland

The E6dz Special Economic Zone in
Poland stands out as the top zone for
Europe in fDi’s Global Free Zones of the
Year 2020. The zone also featured third
in the global overall ranking. The zone
has made progress in its efforts to
become a centre of Industry 4.0 at the
heart of central and eastern Europe.
Foreign investors committed to new
investment project worth €530m in
2019, the zone says.

Advanced manufacturing and
research and development activities fea-
tured highly among the new business

www.fDilntelligence.com

permits issued in 2019 given that the
Polish economic zone legislation has
been updated to boost investment with
higher-added-value content. The £6dz
Special Economic Zone has also been
evolving its offer with a broad range of
services aimed at tech start-ups and
small and medium enterprises, with a
particular focus, among others, on the
development of 5G industrial use cases.

Highly commended: Europe
Freeport of Ventspils, Latvia

The Freeport of Ventspils boasts a diversi-
fied base of manufacturers, tenants
belonging to the logistics and services sec-
tors, including powerhouse names like US
consultancy firm Accenture. The zone has
spent efforts in developing its infrastruc-
ture and marketing activities to
strengthen its brand. It has also been
working with local stakeholders such as
vocational education institutions to
develop local talent in high-added-value
sectors like IT, telecommunications, elec-
tronics, astronomy, engineering and
mechanical engineering.

Winner: Americas
Cayman Enterprise City, Cayman Islands

Since launching in 2011, Cayman
Enterprise City has become an offshore
beacon of companies active at the fore-
front of innovation and new technolo-
gies. Some 258 international companies
were active in the zone at the end of
2019, company figures show, with almost
half of them (46.2%) belonging to the so-
called Cayman Tech City. The zone is mid-
way through a $67m expansion plan
aimed at developing a purpose-built hub
for digital businesses. The long-term
vision entails the development of one
million square feet of world-class office
space, residential areas, restaurants, and
amenities to further diversify Cayman’s
economy. Total investments are esti-
mated in the order of $500m.

Highly commended: Americas
Coyol Free Zone, Costa Rica

The Coyol Free Zone (CFZ), located in the
outskirts of Costa Rica’s capital San José,
hosts seven international medical
devices companies and stands at the
heart of the country’s prowess in the sec-
tor: Costa Rica is Latin America’s second
largest exporter of medical devices after
Mexico. Several of them carried out
major expansion projects in the 2019,
including landmark investor
Medtronics. The CFZ also stands out of
the recruiting and training services it
provides for its tenants. 4
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‘MAHINDRA WORLD CITY
CHENNALI'IS A PERFECT
EXAMPLE OF OUR
PHILOSOPHY TO DEVELOP
INTEGRATED CITIES

WITH WORLD-CLASS
INFRASTRUCTURE FOCUSED
ON LIVELIHOOD, LIVING
AND LIFE

Vaibhav Mittal, Mahindra World City and
Origins, Chennai
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Winner: Middle East
DMCC, UAE
(see global awards)

Highly commended: Middle East
Ras Al Khaimah Economic Zone, UAE

The Ras Al Khaimah Economic Zone
(Rakez) encompasses a network of five
zones scattered across the emirate. It hosts
about 15,000 companies, most of them
small and medium-sized enterprises,
active in 50 industries. Rakez stood out for
the variety of incentive packages it intro-
duced in recent months, which include a
support package for female entrepreneurs,
new incentives for both manufacturers
and start-ups, as well as a 50m dirham
($13.6m) Covid-19 relief fund to support
tenants through current market uncer-
tainties. The pandemic has also acceler-
ated the digitisation of Rakez’s services.
Today, onboarding of new tenants can hap-
pen in full digital mode, also thanks to an
expanding range of e-payment services.

Winner: Global
+6dz Special Economic Zone, Poland

The £6dZ Special Economic Zone has been
developing a compelling proposition of
innovative start-ups and small and
medium enterprises (SMEs) as it strives to
become a benchmark for Industry 4.0 in
the region. The zone set up Spark 2.0, an
accelerator programme developed with
11 industrial partners to support Industry
4.0 innovation, which also worked to find
solutions across the board to mitigate the
impact of the Covid-19 pandemic. It is also
running the 5G Technology Accelerator,
which brings together start-ups and busi-
nesses to develop 5G industrial use cases
and create smart factories.

“We find the 5G accelerator special,
because it not only offers soft-landing,
mentorship and equity-free funding but
also a customer-in-waiting — all bundled
into one programme,” says Balaji
Renukumar, managing director of
Sensfix, a US-based start-up that decided
to open its European chapter within the
L6dz Special Economic Zone. Overall, the
zone issued 104 new business permits for
SME:s in 2019, up 37% from a year earlier,
company’s figures show.

Highly commended: Global
Ras Al Khaimah Economic Zone, UAE

SMEs are one of the main pillars of the

www.fDilntelligence.com

Covid-response package designed by the
Ras Al Khaimah Economic Zone (Rakez)
in the past months. The zone approved an
50m dirham ($13.bm) relief fund which,
among other things, offer SMEs a 15% dis-
count on renewals, a 25% discount on
new dependent visas, and 100% waivers
for cheque postponement fees, package
downgrade fees, activity change fees and
security deposit for new visa requests.
Besides, the zone offers up to 25% off on
set-up packages with guaranteed lifetime
renewal rates for newcomer start-ups.

Winner: Africa
Tanger Med Zone, Morocco

Tanger Med Zone set up a €35m Covid-19
stabilisation and recovery fund to sup-
port and assist SMEs and start-ups.

Highly commended: Africa
Alaro City FZC in the Lekki Free Zone,
Nigeria

Located within the Lekki Free Zone in
Lagos, the Alaro City is an integrated city
with commercial and residential offer-
ings that is now developing an SME
enclave where a ‘shared facilities strat-
egy’ will be adopted in optimising the
operations of companies within the
enclave, the company says. The enclave
will focus on developing smaller indus-
trial and logistics plots, typically
between 1000 and 5000 square metres.

Winner: Asia-Pacific
Waigaogqiao Free Trade Zone, China

Shanghai’s Waigaoqiao Free Trade Zone
has made efforts to design a compelling
business proposition for SMEs. Among
the most recent initiatives in this direc-
tion are the Shanghai Free Trade No.1
Life Science and Technology Industrial
Park, a service-oriented biomedical pro-
fessional platform integrating head-
quartes, exhibition space, scientific
research, pilot testing and production
that was built to incubate promising
SMEs and start-ups in life science.

The park benchmarks world-leading
life science clusters by initiating what
the zone calls a “CRO+CDMO+
CSO+CAPITAL” one-stop service platform
that focuses on development and pro-
duction of biological innovative drugs,
medical devices and life science technol-
ogy services, fostering an innovation eco-
system of technological industries.

Highly commended: Asia-Pacific
Mahindra World City Chennai

As a joint venture between Mahindra
Group and Tamil Nadu Industrial »
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SPOTLIGHT ON TANGER MED ZONES

For the past 20 years, Tanger Med has
evolved to become a global force in
attracting Foreign Direct Investment to
Morocco and a key influencer in the
development of industry in the continent
of Africa and the Mediterranean Region.
The industrial and trade platform is stra-
tegically located on the Strait of Gibraltar,
with only 14km away from Spain.

At the conjunction of major maritime
routes, the Tanger Med group offers extensive
access to target markets through Tanger Med
Port, #1 in Africa and the Mediterranean
Region, and the industrial platform through
Tanger Med Zones, operator and developer of
industrial and IT related parks and free zones.

The industrial platform of Tanger Med con-
stitutes a logistics, industrial, and cloud-com-
puting hub fully connected to global trade
flows, thus providing a platform for enabling
business and developing competitiveness.

Developed over a total area of 16 million
square meters, Tanger Med Zones has success-
fully attracted 1000 multinational companies
from 30 countries, creating 75000 directjobsand
generating 5.5 Billion Euros of direct investment.

This global industrial platform, strengthened
by the Tanger Med port complex, has important
assets and ensures a value proposition in line
with the expectations of global players:

* A strategic positioning at the crossroad of
major maritime traffic and a few days away
from target markets;

* Aone-stop-shop service for all administrative
processes;

* An integrated package providing a platform
forinvestment and a major infrastructural offer
with a large land reserve;

ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

PRIME LOCATION FOR

GLOBAL SUCCESS

The global platform emerged as a hub of the present and future of Automotive,
Aeronautics, Electronics, Food Processing, Textile, and Cloud Computing.

* Integrated management of the different
zones of activities by a single operator;

* A multinational industrialist securely estab-
lished.

FDlin Tanger Med Zones s on the rise, with
total investment in the platform soaring to 500
Million Euros in 2019, with an increase of 2.7%
in the previous year. World's leading high-per-
formance companies including Continental,
DHL, Lear, Hands Corporation, JTEKT, Valeo
among others decided to extend their pres-
encein Tanger Med by constructing new facili-
ties to benefit from the outstanding services
and low-cost investment.

Tanger Med Zones also is attracting atten-
tion as a center for exporting to other African
countries. In 2015, Tanger Med formed the
Africa Economic Zones Organization (AEZO).
The Organization aims to support the African
Economic Zones throughout the continentand
strengthen relationships within its ecosystem
with a devoted focus on growth and prosperity.

Tanger Med Zones offers a value proposi-
tion for these companies:

* A one-stop-shop for registration and incor-
poration process

* 24-hour customs services

* State-of-the-art infrastructure zones with a
full range of services

* Ready-to-use industrial plots for sale

* Ready-to-use modular warehouse units for
lease

* Ready-to-use office workspace to accommo-
date service providers

TANGER MED ZONES INCENTIVES:
In addition to its unique location, international
investors can also benefit from the free zone’s

special taxation regime. This includes total
exemption from the VAT, patent and urban
taxes, dividend and profit shares, registration
fees and stamp duty on capital operations;
plus five years' exemption from corporate tax
(with a rate of only 8.75% after that).

TANGER MED COVID-19 RESPONSE
Covid-19 funds: TANGER MED group contrib-
uted last March a total amount of 35 Million
Euros (MDH 300 million) to the Special Fund
for the Special Fund for the Management of
the Covid-19 pandemic in Morocco.

SUPPORTING OUR CLIENTS AND
PARTNERS DURING THIS TURMOIL
PERIOD

The Return to Work Safely Protocol for all
national and international companies located
within the Tanger Med Zones platforms is out-
lined to sustain companies and workers to put
standards and rules in place. These must align
with the requirements placed by the state of
Tangier, Ministries of Health, Industry, and
Employment as well as the World Health
Organization in aim to restrict the spread of
COVID-19 in the workplace.

Furthermore, the reopened industry is
ceaselessly monitored throughout the ramp-
up of manufacturing operations, with the
direct support of Tanger Med Zones during the
whole chain of the reopening economy.

MEASURES ADOPTED TO SUPPORT
THE PROGRESSIVE REOPENING

- Maintaining a continuous communication
and perpetual assistance to customers and
partners within

- Extend digitization services to Tanger Med
clients

- Respect and enforce the health measures
recommended by the health authorities
(ground marking of individual working areas,
installation of physical barriers such as screens
or plastic sheets, social distancing protocols,
reducing the number of passengers on bus
shuttles, work from home policy etc.).

- Mandatory body temperature readings for
each employee/agent/Vvisitor, as well as carry-
ing outa COVID 19 screening test

- Appropriate instructions to workers (dissemi-
nate awareness campaigns and post instruc-
tions at workstations).

- Continuous distribution of personal protec-
tive equipment (masks and hydro alcoholic gel)
- Implementation of strict cleaning and disin-
fection rules on workspaces and transport

- Regular monitoring and audit of the applica-
tion of these security measures

Sponsored by
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‘CAYMAN ENTERPRISE CITY'S
MISSION HAS ALWAYS BEEN
TO ATTRACT NEW
KNOWLEDGE-BASED
INDUSTRIES TO THE

CAYMAN ISLANDS, TO
PROVIDE A WORLD-CLASS
PLATFORM FOR INNOVATIVE
BUSINESSES TO FLOURISH”

Charlie Kirkconnell, CEO, Cayman Enterprise City

12

Corporation, Mahindra World City
Chennai offers companies fast approval
and other support from the local gov-
ernment, which can generate particular
benefits for SMEs with limited resources
available for things like compliance and
bureaucracy. Its ‘plug-and-play’ infra-
structure makes available necessary
amenities such as power, water, roads
and waste management. In-house opera-
tions and maintenance ensure shorter
turnaround time for companies to start
their operations.

Winner: Europe
+6dz Special Economic Zone, Poland

(see global SME awards)

Highly commended: Europe
West of England Enterprise Zone, UK

The West of England Enterprise Zone set
up several major initiatives to cater to
the needs of SMEs: Workforce of the
Future, Investment Activator
Programme (IAP) and Trading Better
Online. Workforce for the Future is an
£8m programme that will work with
SME:s to help them develop their future
workforce, meeting their current and
future needs. The IAP and Trading Better
Online are new initiatives to support
existing companies and incentive poten-
tial investors. As companies look to
recover from Covid-19, both initiatives
in turn support businesses looking for
investment and seeking to adopt new
technologies and practices to better
their online presence to rebound and
increase revenue, thus accelerating a
return to growth.

Winner: Americas
Cayman Enterprise City, Cayman Islands

Cayman Enterprise City launched a series
of public discussion in July 2019 to
engage with its tech community. A few
weeks later, it launched the Cayman
Code Academy to ‘provide engaging
learning opportunities for Caymanians
to become workready programmers and
software engineers’, the company said.
The zone also began to look more closely
at its processes and procedures through
the exercise of complying with the Data
Privacy Laws that were passed in
September 2019. Overall, 258 SMEs were
active in the zone at the end of 2019, up
by 10.7% a year earlier, the company says.

Highly commended: Americas
Zona Franca Santander, Colombia

The zone was highly commended for its
SMEs strategy among zones in the

www.fDilntelligence.com

Americas region. It has been active in
developing local talent through agree-
ments with education institutions, as
well as the organisation of business
meetings to leverage and strengthen
local companies on the issues of, among
others, internationalisation and busi-
ness development.

Winner: Middle East
Ras Al Khaimah Economic Zone, UAE

(see SME global awards)

Highly commended: Middle East
KIZAD (Khalifa Industrial Zone, Abu Dhabi),
UAE

Khalifa Industrial Zone has been highly
commended for its SME strategy among
zones in the Middle East. Kizad
announced a special incentives package
for SMEs, making more than 75 of its 100
free zone services free of charge.

Winners —

Large tenants

Winner: Global
Tanger Med Zones, Morocco

Tanger Med Zones has strengthened its
role as a major destination for large ten-
ants in industries such as automotive
and aerospace. Operator Tanger Med
Group developed a new 24,000-square-
metre automotive logistic platform and
expanded the Tanger Automotive City to
streamline the operations of the original
equipment manufacturers active in the
zone. Some marquee automotive tenants
of the likes of Magneti Marelli, Furukawa
and GMD pushed through major expan-
sions in 2019.

Highly commended: Global
Oil & Gas Free Zone, Onne, Nigeria

The Oil & Gas Free Zone in Onne,
Nigeria has been strengthening its
offering for major oil and gas produc-
ers and services companies though a
comprehensive set of incentives, as
well as major infrastructure develop-
ments such as the newly commis-
sioned harbour mobile cranes and a
600-hectare land reclamation project
thatis planning to break ground in the
near future.

Winner: Africa
Tanger Med Zones, Morocco

(see large tenants, global awards)
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‘CUSTOMER-CENTRICITY IS
OUR APPROACH, AND EVERY
CLIENT SHOULD RECEIVE
DEDICATION TO THEIR IDEAS

AND TAILOR-MADE
SOLUTIONS”

Igors Udodovs, deputy CEO, Freeport of
entspils Authority

14

Highly commended: Africa
Oil & Gas Free Zone, Onne, Nigeria

(see large tenants, global awards)

Winner: Asia-Pacific
Special Economic Zone ‘Pavlodar’,
Kazakhstan

Kazakhstan’s Special Economic Zone
‘Pavlodar’ came up with the strategy
‘Plug in your business’ to allow every
new entrepreneur to start a business
within a short time (becoming a resi-
dent of SEZ ‘Pavlodar’ takes only a
week) in the field of chemistry, petro-
chemistry and metallurgy. The zone
also ran an analysis for investors and
tenants to identify business potential
not only in the territory of Pavlodar
region but also in the territory of
Kazakhstan, Russia and Central Asia.
The zone also joined the World Free
Zones Organisation with the aim of rec-
ognition and information support.

Highly commended: Asia-Pacific
Waigaogqiao Free Trade Zone, China

The Waigaoqiao Free Trade Zone has
established an investment management
system built on pre-establishment
national treatment and an ever-shorten-
ing negative list to improve openness
and transparency; a trade supervision
system based on trade facilitation to cut
down red tape and paperwork for busi-
ness registration and operation; a finan-
cial innovation system aimed at capital
account convertibility and opening up
in the financial service sector to attract
foreign capital and help domestic com-
panies go global; and a regulatory sys-
tem focused on transforming govern-
ment functions to provide a stable regu-
latory environment. In addition, tempo-
rary adjustments have been made on
both national and local levels to laws
and regulations, in order to provide
legal guarantees for the zone.

Winner: Europe
Freeport of Ventspils, Latvia

The Freeport of Ventspils is in the pro-
cess of developing new rental produc-
tion spaces that will generate an
increase of 25% in the freeport author-
ity’s supply of rental industrial real
estate. The project was half-completed
in 2019, and the remaining work is
planned for 2020. With regards to the
availability of a skilled workforce, the
freeport tenants can benefit from well-
developed vocational education in
required fields and skilled labour.
Ventspils has one of the best bases for
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higher education in the Baltics, the
company says.

Highly commended: Europe
Free Zone Pirot, Serbia

Free Zone Pirot worked with the local
customs to develop a software platform
called “Team Sharing” for digitisation,
integration and automation of export/
import processes in the zone. While
expanding in area by 14.8% in 2019, the
zone is now developing a logistics cen-
tre that will enable hauliers to shift
transit goods from road to railway. At
the same time, a new project to expand
the zone by 200 hectares (522 hectares
in the long run) is at the stage of local
planning documents, the zone says.

Winner: Americas
Coyol Free Zone, Costa Rica

Coyol Free Zone hosts the operations of
29 companies, seven of them ranked
among the top 30 medical device compa-
nies in the world. These are Medtronic,
Abbott Medical, Philips, Cardinal
Health, MicroVention-Terumo, Smith &
Nephew and Hologic. Constant govern-
ment support for multinational compa-
nies located in Costa Rica have been pro-
vided to ensure operational continuity
with the least possible impact during
unprecedented times. Providing con-
stant communication and guidance to
multinationals on new regulations, busi-
ness facilitation and policies, as well as
rigorous infrastructure, have allowed
companies to work from home main-
taining quality standards.

Highly commended: Americas
Panama Pacifico, Panama

Panamad Pacifico already hosts several
large tenants of the likes of Japan’s Hino
Motors and South Korea’s Samsung,
among others, and is now planning to
upgrade its offer through the construc-
tion of additional warehousing and
office space. Besides, the zone is set to
benefit from a range of major infrastruc-
ture projects being developed by the
national government to leverage the
logistic potential of the isthmus, includ-
ing a new logistics corridor to better con-
nect the north of the country and a
fourth bridge on the Panama Canal.

Winner: Middle East
KIZAD (Khalifa Industrial Zone, Abu
Dhabi), UAE

For large tenants, KIZAD launched a
Polymers Park in partnership with major

industry players such as ADNOC and P
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LARGE TENANTS

COYOL

FREE ZONE

DESIGNED TO |

NOVATE

MADE IN COSTA RICA, DELIVERED TO THE WORLD

A STRATEGIC LOCATION FOR
THE LIFE SCIENCES INDUSTRY

Awarded with the 7th place in the Top 10 fDi Global
Free Zones of the Year, Coyol Free Zone offers the
best conditions for companies in the Life Sciences
industry and the advanced manufacturing sector.
With more than 13 years of experience, this park
provides world-class infrastructure and a privileged
location to its clients. Thanks to its proximity to the
Juan Santamaria International Airport, seaports,
and direct access to the country's main highways.

From Coyol Free Zone, we connect Costa Rica with
the world from a space where innovation,
experience and adaptability converge to develop
the most important industry for Costa Rican exports:
Medical Devices.

30 companies from the Life Sciences industry

7 out of the top 30 medical device companies in the
world

58% of total Medical Devices exports in the country

Expansion of operations of more than 70% of our
clients since setting up business in Coyol Free Zone

Important know-how and support in recruitment,

pre-selection, training and assess for new
candidates
Sustainable environment, 13% of green and

protected areas, reforestation programs, renewable
energy panels and LEED certified buildings

CONTACT US AND DISCOVER MORE ABOUT COYOL FREE ZONE!

\ (+506) 2435-6000 ><] msanchez@coyolzf.com

@ coyolfzcom  fn Coyol Free Zone




GLOBAL FREE ZONES OF THE YEAR
2020

Hit but not sunk

THE PANDEMIC HAS IMPACTED FREE ZONES, BUT THEIR NIMBLE

GOVERNANCE GAVE THEM A CHANCE TO ADJUST QUICKLY, THE CEO OF

THE WORLD FREE ZONES ORGANIZATION TELLS JACOPO DETTONI

he Covid-19 pandemic has disrupted
I trade and investment. For their key role
in global value chains, free zones
across the globe have been in the eye of the
investment storm for months now. However,
their special regulation and governance
regimes makes them more nimble than
national governments, thus giving them a
chance to adjust to the pandemic quicker,
Dr Samir Hamrouni, CEO of the World Free
Zones Organization, tells fDi.

What has been the impact of the Covid-19

pandemic on free zones globally?
A ree zones are usually focused on specific

global value chains sectors, such as
manufacturing, logistics, global service
offshoring, finance, or life science healthcare.
Those that supported heavily impacted sectors
like non-essential goods were affected, but not
as much as their host economies. This is largely
due to their ability to better handle complex
integrated supply chains logistics due to their
streamlined regulations and more fluid
corporate governance.

Where trade around the world slowed
down due to border closures and restrictions
on certain goods, free zones have used their
special status to help keep trade flows alive.
Since almost a quarter of global trade is
channelled through such zones, it is safe to say
that free zones saved many businesses from
shutting down while keeping safe, clean
shipping lanes open.

The unique regulatory environment in
free zones has also allowed them to react
more quickly to precautionary measures
imposed by governments worldwide. Due to
their small physical size relative to their host
economies, they were able to roll out new
procedures for trade transactions quickly and
safely. This approach, in coordination with
free zone developers and authorities, allowed
for blended company operations that
combined teleworking with on-site presence
to tackle pandemic need supply chains. This
kept employees and workers in those zones
safe while they continued to work,
particularly in zones focused on essential
goods like medical equipment.

How will free zones adjust to the pandemic
and the new normal in global markets?

“SINCE FREE ZONES ARE MAJOR
CONDUITS FOR KNOWLEDGE
TRANSFER, THEY CAN ALSO LEAD

THE WAY IN TECHNOLOGICAL
ADVANCEMENTS”

A There are three major trends emerging

om the crisis economy: digitisation,
resilience and transparency. The pandemic has
merely accelerated these existing trends at a
record pace.

Free zones have been at the forefront of
digitisation for many years now, implementing
sophisticated systems to increase productivity
in port operations and manufacturing facilities.
The Jebel Ali Free Zone Authority in the UAE
introduced 5G technology to its port, one of the
10 largest in the world, in 2019. And in 2017,
Dubai Airport Free Zone digitised many of its
internal operations to enable blockchain
transactions. Free zones are already digitally
operational and are more likely to lead the way
by example for countries and industries to
follow in their wake.

Free zones are also more resilient than
host economies due to their carefully
managed size. Information travels faster

16
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within and between free zones, something
that the World Free Zones Organization
supports diligently by sharing updates with its
global members regularly throughout the
year. Training and reskilling take place fluidly
within free zones for the same reason. Most
importantly, free zones are able to adapt and
react to changes very well both because they
are highly digitised and because their
optimised operation size allows them to roll
out new procedures in record time.

Streamlined regulation and governance is
also fully compliant with transparency in
free zones. The World FZO’s Safe Zone
programme was developed to showcase this
transparency in free zones by tracking dozens
of key indicators to demonstrate clean trade
credentials. As the world moves towards
more transparent trade, free zones are there
again ahead of the pack.

where do you see room for improvement
in free zone models moving forward?

The key improvement that free zones can

hannel is to improve dialogue with the
public sector. This is particularly relevant to
local production, logistics, and Tier 1 suppliers
to the services industry. By integrating free
zones more tightly with their host economy
counterpart suppliers, they will be able to
contribute even more value to local and
regional economies and their sustainability
goals. This requires clear communication lines
to government bodies dealing with trade
regulation and foreign policy.

The pandemic has pushed governments
towards protectionism, impacting global value
chains significantly as countries seek more local
and domestic production. The World Trade
Organization estimates that global trade flows
could contract by up to 32% this year. Free zones
are perfectly positioned to restart these flows.
With careful consulting, governments can test
fresh policies and strategies in free zones before
rolling them out domestically. Free zones can
also be used to maintain open borders in a more
controlled fashion as we emerge from the crisis
because they are easier to monitor due to their
specific, ring-fenced status. Insulated from
political pressures, free zones can serve the
economy as neutral instruments in an
increasingly polarised world.

And since free zones are also major
conduits for knowledge transfer, they can also
lead the way in technological advancements.
By specialising in specific business sectors,
free zones can be catalysts for supply chain
clusters as innovations hubs that leverage
local and regional suppliers to drive global
trade. As we link these free zones together
with more uniform regulation, we could
develop a parallel supply chain that could
provide the ultimate resilience in the face of
future economic shocks.

QGovernance, policies, specialisms -

Do you believe that zones will evolve

towards models of charter cities, thus
becoming integrated urban areas with
special jurisdiction and governance?
Particularly as the current crisis squeezes
out public budgets...

Free zones are essentially prosperity

vectors for local economies. They attract
foreign direct investment, mostly from private
investors but also from public funds in the case
of cross-border partnerships like we have seen
between China and zones in sub-Saharan
Africa. Free zones create jobs and facilitate
exports for their host economy. They do so
because they enjoy special regulations and
fiscal systems, but mostly because they
function as apolitical ecosystems. In that sense,
they are different from charter cities.

Free zones work well because they are
interconnected. The similarities between fiscal
regulations in different free zones around the
world create natural hubs, nodes, and
corridors for trade that are driven by economic
momentum. Our work at the World FZO goes
in that direction, aiming to harmonise
regulation of free zones around the world to
create predictability in business transactions
while promoting transparency and clean
trade. This harmony can best be achieved by
economic players that support government
goals but are not directed by them.

This does not mean free zones should
remain isolated from their host country. On
the contrary, free zones that integrate closely
with the local economy are those that are
likely to build the most resilience. Moreover,
since they will provide more value to their host
government, they will be able to command
more fiscal independence, a key factor in
attracting foreign direct investment.

What other element will be key to the
success of free zones in a post-Covid
environment?

Global standards are the cornerstone of

fficient and effective free zones. Since
most of them are designed for global trade,
adopting standards that align with other free
zones is crucial to success.

That is why the World FZO is aligned with
other multilateral organisations like the
OECD, the World Trade Organization, the
World Customs Organization and Universal
Postal Union among others to define clear
standards for free zones to adopt and promote
as they join the global stage.

At the same time, it is important to develop
flexibility in those standards so that each free
zone can adapt to the specific needs and
competences of their host economy. It is this
delicate balance that we must address together,
using regular, constructive, and open-minded
discussions that will help both existing and new
free zones to prosper fruitfully in the
international business landscape. ll
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Bespoke
Awards

S5Greadiness

+6dZ Special Economic Zone, Poland
Innopolis Special Economic Zone,
Russia

Academic collaboration

Zona Franca Santander, Colombia
Coyol Free Zone, Costa Rica

Access to raw materials

Special Economic Zone ‘Pavlodar’,
Kazakhstan

Cluster development

Special Economic Zone Technopolis
Moscow, Russia

Connectivity

+6dz Special Economic Zone, Poland
Free Zone Pirot, Serbia

Covid-19 support

Special Economic Zone Technopolis
Moscow, Russia

Free Zone Pirot, Serbia

Ras Al Khaimah Economic Zone, UAE
CSRinitiatives

Manisa Industrial Park, Turkey

Data protection

Cayman Enterprise City, Cayman
Islands

Deployment of technology

Ceara FTZ, Brazil

Diversity initiatives

Free Economic Zone Gomel-Raton,
Belarus

Ras Al Khaimah Economic Zone, UAE
Economicimpact

Queen Alia International Airport Free
Zone, Jordan

Manisa Industrial Park, Turkey
Efforts to improve transparency
North Macedonia Free Zone, North
Macedonia

Employee wellness

Montego Bay, Jamaica

Events organised

Cayman Enterprise City, Cayman
Islands

Pomeranian Special Economic Zone,
Poland

Expansions

Zona Franca del Pacifico, Colombia
Liepaja Special Economic Zone, Latvia
Export boosters

Ceara FTZ, Brazil

Free Zone Pirot, Serbia

Facilities upgrades

Cayman Enterprise City, Cayman
Islands

Ajman Free Zone, UAE

Flexible space

Innopolis Special Economic Zone,
Russia

Freezone 4.0

+6dz Special Economic Zone, Poland
Future mobility

+6dz Special Economic Zone, Poland
Gateway award

Mauritius Freeport, Mauritius
Incentives

Mahindra World City Jaipur, India
ESBAS - Aegean Free Zone, Turkey
Ajman Free Zone, UAE

Industry 4.0

+6dz Special Economic Zone, Poland
Pomeranian Special Economic Zone,
Poland

Infrastructure upgrades

Mauritius Freeport, Mauritius
Panama Pacifico, Panama

Katowice Special Economic Zone,
Poland

Foreign Trade Zone No. 68 - El Paso,
Texas, US

Local transport

Klaipeda Free Economic Zone,
Lithuania

Marketing slogan

Free Zone Pirot, Serbia

New investments

Zona Franca Santander, Colombia
Liepaja Special Economic Zone, Latvia
Katowice Special Economic Zone Co.,
Poland

Kaliningrad Special Economic Zone,
Russia

Belt and Road Initiative

Great Stone Industrial Park, Belarus
Ones to watch

Alaro City FZCin the Lekki Free Zone,
Nigeria

SEZ Stupino Quadrat, Russia
Overcoming adversity

Daegu Gyeongbuk Free Economic
Zone, South Korea

PPP

Special Economic Zone Technopolis
Moscow, Russia

Real estate flexibility

Special Economic Zone Technopolis
Moscow, Russia

Recruitment assistance

Coyol Free Zone, Costa Rica

Red tape reduction

Special Economic Zone Technopolis
Moscow, Russia

ESBAS - Aegean Free Zone, Turkey
Ajman Free Zone, UAE

www.fDilntelligence.com

Relocation services

Kaliningrad Special Economic Zone,
Russia

Research hub

Dubna Special Economic Zone, Russia
Site conversion

Arvand Free Zone, Iran

Montego Bay, Jamaica

Skills development

Ceara FTZ, Brazil

Katowice Special Economic Zone,
Poland

Special Economic Zone Production
and Industrial Type ‘Alabuga’ Russia
Smart strategies

Zona Franca Santander, Colombia
Katowice Special Economic Zone Co.,
Poland

Free Port of Ventspils, Latvia
Katowice Special Economic Zone Co.,
Poland

Start-up support

Special Economic Zone ‘Pavlodar’,
Kazakhstan

Pomeranian Special Economic Zone,
Poland

Alaro City FZC in the Lekki Free Zone,
Nigeria

Free Zone Pirot, Serbia

Supplier development

North Macedonia Free Zone, North
Macedonia

KIZAD (Khalifa Industrial Zone, Abu
Dhabi), UAE

Supporting surrounding area
Birmingham City Centre Enterprise
Zone, UK

Sustainability

Zona Franca Metropolitana, Colombia
Coyol Free Zone, Costa Rica
Mahindra World City Chennai, India
Klaipeda Free Economic Zone,
Lithuania

SOHAR Freezone, Oman

Ajman Free Zone, UAE

Talent pool

Ceara FTZ, Brazil

Panamé Pacifico, Panama

Katowice Special Economic Zone,
Poland

Thought leadership

Mahindra World City Chennai, India
Trade facilitation

SOHAR Freezone, Oman

Workforce amenities

Innopolis Special Economic Zone,
Russia

Special Economic Zone Technopolis
Moscow, Russia
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Borouge in 2019. With volume rebateson  Port to ease the transformation of goods «
raw materials, shorter transits and lower between the two locations for import THIS RECOGNITION HAS
batch sizes, access to training, research and exports. FURTHER SOLIDIFIED OUR
and product development, polymer pack- OUTSTANDING REPUTATION
aging plant and mega distribution centre AS A WORLD-CLASS
for polymer raw materials, the park aims
to produce between 300 and 400 Kkilo- Winners —_ g'gEirl\?g_:_gOU ?S,}J—/E%SLFSSH

f plasti d , i o _pe
tonnes of plastic products a year, creating SpEClallsm Awards A STRONG RECIONAL

up to 7000 jobs and contributing $2.5bn
MARKET FOOTPRINT”

to GDP by 2025. A food cluster was also
launched as thg hu.b foy food processing, Speclallsm:APpllances All Abdulla Bin Towain Al Suwaidi. director
storage and distribution, serving the Free Economic Zone Gomel-Raton, general, Aiman Free Zone

major markets in the region, as well as a
metal cluster for regional and global
upstream, midstream and downstream
metals industry.

Highly commended - Middle East:
Ajman Free Zone, UAE

The Ajman Free Zone is carrying out a
sustainable warehouse project to facili-
tate the expansion of existing tenants
within its premises. It consists of 82
new warehouses all applying a sustain-
ability rule to reduce electricity con-
sumption. Also, the zone is in the final
stages of opening a logistics corridor to
serve the industrial zone and Ajman

Belarus

Lithuanian supplier of household appli-
ances KTD Group picked the Free
Economic Zone Gomel-Raton in Belarus
to start production within the borders of
the Eurasian Economic Union (EEU) and
use the zone as a base to serve the EEU’s
market of 170 million people. The zone
also held a conference with Sweden’s
IKEA for Belarusian enterprises inter-
ested in working with the company.

Specialism: Automotive
Tanger Med Zones

Tanger Med Zones have become the P

@&
-

YOUR WAY TO SUCCESS!

www.gomelraton.com _\
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‘OVER THE PAST FEW YEARS
BIRMINGHAM HAS SEEN AN
INFLUX OF GLOBALLY
RENOWNED FINANCIAL AND
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
BUSINESSES. IT IS

REWARDING TO BE
RECOGNISED FOR THE
TALENT WE HAVE AND AS
A LEADING HUB FOR THE
SECTOR WITHIN THE UK

Tim Pile, chairman, GBSLEP

20

base of original equipment manufactur-
ers of the likes of Renault, PSA and Ford.
The zones’ authorities have expanded
the Tanger Automotive City, and devel-
oped an Automotive Logistics Platform
as a consolidated logisitial platform to
optimise the logistical flows toward the
original equipment manufacturers to
transport materials to overseas destina-
tions like Europe, Asia and America.

Specialism: Aviation
West of England Enterprise Zone, UK

Global aerospace giants Airbus, Rolls-
Royce and GKN picked the Filton
Enterprise Area, one of the seven enter-
prise zones and areas in the West of
England, to leverage its location, strong
profile and access to a highly skilled
workforce. Recently, Airbus opened its
Wing Integration Centre, a £40m facil-
ity which will accelerate the develop-
ment of future wing design as the
industry looks to reduce its carbon foot-
print. In addition, GKNs £32m Global
Technology Centre will offer 10,000
square metres of collaborative research
space to host 300 highly skilled engi-
neers to develop the next level of
advanced manufacturing and Industry
4.0 processes to enable a higher rate of
aircraft structure production.

Specialism: BPO
Montego Bay Free Zone, Jamaica

The Montego Bay Free Zone has become
the largest employer within the city of
Montego Bay with leading business pro-
cess outsourcing companies such as
Concentrix and Teleperformance operat-
ing in the zone. Local authorities have
built a purpose-designed building to
increase the comfort and convenience of
customers.

Specialism: Financialand
Professional Services

Birmingham City Centre Enterprise
Zone, UK

Birmingham City Centre Enterprise Zone
has been central to the city’s rise as an
alternative to London for some functions
in the field of business and professional
services. The focus on those key sectors
(business and professional services,
financial services, digital media, creative
industries and ICT) in which Birmingham
has a competitive advantage in conjunc-
tion with intelligent targeting of site
marketing aims “to minimise displace-
ment and maximise real growth”, the
zone says. Global companies of the likes
of HSBC, PwC and DLA Piper feature
among the city’s recent wins.

www.fDilntelligence.com

Specialism:IT
Freeport of Ventspils, Latvia

The Freeport of Ventspils has paid
increasing attention to the development
of the Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) cluster through the
implementation of an ICT industry
growth strategy to support the develop-
ment of tech start-ups. A business sup-
port centre, business incubator and a
support package including co-working
space and office premises are now avail-
able free of charge to start-ups that set
up within the zone.

Specialism: LifeSciences
Waigaogqiao Free Trade Zone, China

The Life Science and Technology
Industrial Park, a service-oriented bio-
medical professional platform integrat-
ing headquarters, exhibition, scientific
research, pilot test and production was
built to incubate promising SMEs and
start-ups in life sciences. It benchmarks
world-leading life science clusters by ini-
tiating a one-stop service platform that
focuses on development and production
of'biologically innovative drugs, medical
devices and life sciences technology ser-
vices, fostering an innovation ecosystem
of technological industries.

Specialism: Logistics
Kaliningrad Special Economic Zone,
Russia

The Kaliningrad Special Economic Zone
in Russia’s exclave Kaliningrad offers the
availability of two types of railway gauge
- broad gauge (standard of Eurasian
Economic Union countries) and narrow
gauge (European standard) - as the trans-
European transport corridors passes
through the region, connecting China
and Europe in eight days of transit time.

Specialism: Medical Devices
Coyol Free Zone, Costa Rica

The Coyol Free Zone in Costa Rica has
been instrumental to the country’s rise
as a major exporter of medical devices in
Latin America. The zone hosts the opera-
tions of 29 companies, seven of them
ranked among the top 30 medical device
companies in the world. These compa-
nies are Medtronic, Abbott Medical,
Philips, Cardinal Health, MicroVention-
Terumo, Smith & Nephew and Hologic.

Specialism: Oiland Gas
Oil & Gas Free Zone, Onne, Nigeria

Located just off Port Harcourt, Nigeria’s
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main hub for the oil and gas industry, the
Oil & Gas Free Zone of Onne is the base for
major oil producers like Mobil, Chevron,
Shell and Total, as well as oil services pro-
viders like Halliburton and Schlumberger.
The zone is in the process of augmenting
the value of its strategic location by
strengthening its port and heavy machin-
ery infrastructure.

Specialism: Pharmaceuticals
Special Economic Zone 'St. Petersburg’,
Russia

The Special Economic Zone ‘St. Peters-
burg’ hosts several major domestic and
international pharmaceutical companies
such as Russian Biocad, the zone’s largest
tenant, which is planning to open a sec-
ond local pharmaceutical complex by the
end of 2020, and Switzerland’s Novartis.
As part of the development of the zone,
the managing company will create an
innovation centre by the end of 2021. In
this centre, residents will be able to rent
free office and industrial premises.

Specialism: Renewables
Investments
Arvand Free Zone, Iran

Great Stone Industrial Park is widely
regarded as one of the most important
and fastest growing Free Economic Zones
in Eastern Europe. The parkis a manufac-
turing hub situated to provide tariff free
entry into the Eurasian market and
located close to the European market.

Mostly known for its activity in the oil
and gas and petrochemical industries,
the Arvand Free Zone is developing an
11-hectare, 10MW solar farm to provide
tenants with green energy and improve
its environmental footprint.

Specialism: Robotics
Pomeranian Special Economic Zone,
Poland

The Pomeranian Special Economic Zone
in Poland has launched the Industrial
Robots Programming Centre, one of the
first such centres in Poland, which
makes it possible to develop skills in the
field of automatic control and robotics
and thus places the zone at the forefront
of the Industry 4.0 revolution.

Specialism: Shipbuilding
Special Economic Zone Lotus, Russia

In 2019, the company Naval Design
International became the first tenant of
SEZ Lotus to produce locally and ship inte-
rior decoration panels for sea and river ves-
sels as well as for offshore fleets. In future
expansion phases, the company plans to
produce ceiling panels and specially P

GLOBAL FREE ZONES OF THE YEAR

2020

“THIS AWARD IS THE
RESULT OF MANY YEARS
OF WORK WITH A SERIOUS
POLICY IN TERMS OF T